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Synopsis

Long trusted as the most comprehensive, up-to-date and user-friendly grammar available,
HAMMER'S GERMAN GRAMMAR AND USAGE provides you with a complete guide to German as
it is written and spoken today.This new edition includes:-concise descriptions of the main
grammatical phenomena of German and their use-examples of grammar taken from contemporary
German, helping you to understand the underlying grammatical principles more quickly-invaluable
guidance on pronunciation and the German accent-discussion of new words from English roots
such as 'zertweeten’ ('to tweet’), helping you to communicate in German as used by Germans
today-clarification on the spelling reform and current spellings of German, thus increasing your
confidence while writing and reading in German.Praised for its clear layout and lucid explanations,
this new edition distinguishes the most common forms of usage, both formal and informal, and
offers you a combination of reference grammar and manual of current usage that you will find

invaluable, whether a student or a teacher, at intermediate or advanced level.
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Customer Reviews

"Prof. Durrell’s approach to teaching German as a Foreign Language takes into account how
German is actually used in a variety of contexts and registers. His use of real’ examples to illustrate
the language is innovative and much to be applauded."Dr Nils Langer, Reader in German

Linguistics, University of Bristol, UK



Martin Durrell, Emeritus Professor of German, Manchester University

| read it between 45 minutes and 1 hour everyday, and | learn something from this book that | didn’t
know previously almost everyday! | came close to giving it 5 stars, but the book is too extensive and
thorough if you can believe that. In other words, it is impossible to learn the hundreds of
grammatical rules and colloquialisms and modern-day usages that are contained in this book, even
if you ARE a native speaker! My only quarrel with the book is that it sometimes gives examples by
using German sentences but then does not translate the sentence into English, which defeats the
purpose of providing the example as one cannot learn from the example if he doesn’t know the

meaning of the sentence.

| love this book with all my heart. 'm doing German as a second major and it tells me everything |
wanted to know and more. I've done really well in my classes referencing this book. | can see why
some people may not like it though, it has very long descriptions of why the grammar rule is the way

it is, but for me, that is perfect because more information helps me to remember.

| have had a few German classes, and | think that this book is an excellent alternative to keeping old
textbooks, which can often be difficult to find grammar information in, quickly, on my desk. The
references are easy to use and look up, and the explanations are clear. | would definitely
recommend this book to any student of German or anyone who is attempting to read or teach

themselves German, seeking a grammar reference.

Speaking as a student in Korea, where does not have many German reference books, this book is
fantastic. It has in-depth explanation of possibly your every single question as well as some
language ’'hacks’ that you might want to practice in case you have to make a blind guess.|
recommend this for somewhat advanced learners of German -- for those who got friendly with at

least A2 level grammar.

Very comprehensive. Great resource for the serious student of German and anyone doing

translation work. Probably too detailed for the casual learner or tourist.

| just got this book through the mail today (shipping wasn’t so great; the book was a little bent) and |

immediately opened it to skim through it a little. Just in the 5 minutes I've been reading I've gotten a



better understanding on genders with nouns. | am a German 3 (soon to be German 4) student and
this isn’t information I've learned yet. I've learned that certain nouns have certain genders and that's
about it. Now | get a general idea of what noun is tied to what gender. I've also looked over the the
sentence structure and other sections. It definitely does a good job explaining. Although it gives a
great understanding, a LOT of studying is involved (the material can be a bit tricky). I'm hoping to
become somewhat fluent by the end of this book, which may take me a year or so. If you'’re in the

process of learning German, definitely pick this book up! It will help you immensely.

This is exactly the kind of reference book | needed: professional, very well laid out, and top-notch

hints and tips to help make reading and speaking German much simpler.

Very well written. Concise, clear to the point, and very informative. It was more than | expected to be
honest, and | will keep using this as | learn.
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